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(c) Attendance at a CoP. All Parties 
may participate and vote at a CoP. 
Non-Party countries may participate, 
but may not vote. Organizations tech-
nically qualified in protection, con-
servation, or management of wildlife 
or plants may participate in a CoP as 
observers if they are approved, but 
they are not eligible to vote. 

(1) International organizations must 
apply to the CITES Secretariat for ap-
proval to attend a CoP as an observer. 

(2) National organizations must 
apply to the Management Authority of 
the country where they are located for 
approval to attend a CoP as an ob-
server. 

§ 23.86 How can I obtain information 
on a CoP? 

As we receive information on an up-
coming CoP from the CITES Secre-
tariat, we will notify the public either 
through published notices in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER or postings on our 
website (see § 23.7). We will provide: 

(a) A summary of the information we 
have received with an invitation for 
the public to comment and provide in-
formation on the agenda, proposed 
amendments to the Appendices, and 
proposed resolutions that they believe 
the United States should submit for 
consideration at the CoP. 

(b) Information on times, dates, and 
locations of public meetings. 

(c) Information on how international 
and national organizations may apply 
to participate as observers. 

§ 23.87 How does the United States de-
velop documents and negotiating 
positions for a CoP? 

(a) In developing documents and ne-
gotiating positions for a CoP, we: 

(1) Will provide for at least one pub-
lic meeting. 

(2) Consult with appropriate Federal, 
State, and tribal agencies; foreign gov-
ernmental agencies; scientists; experts; 
and others. 

(3) Seek public comment through 
published FEDERAL REGISTER notices or 
postings on our website that: 

(i) Solicit recommendations on po-
tential proposals to amend the Appen-
dices, draft resolutions, and other doc-
uments for U.S. submission to the CoP. 

(ii) Announce proposals to amend the 
Appendices, draft resolutions, and 
other documents that the United 
States is considering submitting to the 
CoP. 

(iii) Provide the CoP agenda and a 
list of the amendments to the Appen-
dices proposed for the CoP, a summary 
of our proposed negotiating positions 
on these items, and the reasons for our 
proposed positions. 

(4) Consider comments received in re-
sponse to notices or postings provided 
in paragraph (a)(3) of this section. 

(b) We submit the following docu-
ments to the Secretariat for consider-
ation at the CoP: 

(1) Draft resolutions and other docu-
ments at least 150 days before the CoP. 

(2) Proposals to amend the Appen-
dices at least 150 days before the CoP if 
we have consulted all range countries, 
or 330 days before the CoP if we have 
not consulted the range countries. For 
the latter, the additional time allows 
for the range countries to be consulted 
through the Secretariat. 

(c) The Director may modify or sus-
pend any of these procedures if they 
would interfere with the timely or ap-
propriate development of documents 
for submission to the CoP and U.S. ne-
gotiating positions. 

(d) We may receive additional infor-
mation at a CoP or circumstances may 
develop that have an impact on our 
tentative negotiating positions. As a 
result, the U.S. representatives to a 
CoP may find it necessary to modify, 
reverse, or otherwise change any of 
those positions when to do so would be 
in the best interests of the United 
States or the conservation of the spe-
cies. 

§ 23.88 What are the resolutions and 
decisions of the CoP? 

(a) Purpose. Under Article XI of the 
Treaty, the Parties agree to resolu-
tions and decisions that clarify and in-
terpret the Convention to improve its 
effectiveness. Resolutions are gen-
erally intended to provide long-stand-
ing guidance, whereas decisions typi-
cally contain instructions to a specific 
committee, Parties, or the Secretariat. 
Decisions are often intended to be im-
plemented by a specific date, and then 
they expire. 
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